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Business and Noninstructional Operations BP 3

FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS

The Board of Education recognizes that adequate nutrition is essential to child development
and learning and that some families may be unable to provide breakfast and lunch for their
children. In accordance with law, the district shall provide nutritionally adequate free and
reduced price meals for students whose families meet federal eligibility criteria.

The Superintendent or designee shall recommend for Board approval a plan that ensures that
students eligible to receive free or reduced price meals and milk are not treated differently
from other students or casily identified by their peers.

(of, 0470 - Nondiserimination in District Programs and Activities)
(cf 5145.3 - Nondiscrimination/Harassment)

Upon approval of the Board, this plan shall be submitted to the California Department of
Education for approval. {Education Code 49557)

All applications and records related to eligibility for the free or reduced price meal program
shall be confidential except as provided by law. (Education Code 49558)

In accordance with law, the Board authorizes designated employees to use individual records
pertaming to student eligibility for any free and reduced price meal program for the purpose
of: (Education Code 49558)

1. Disaggregation of academic achievement data

2. Identification of students eligible for school choice and supplemental educational
services in any school identified for program improvement

fef. G320.2 -Title I Program Improvement Schools)

(¢f 3123 « Student Records)

fof. 6162.31 - Standardized Testing and Reporting Program)
(cf 6171 - Title I Programs)

(cf 6190 - Evaluation of the Instructional Program)

The Board further authorizes the release of information on the school lunch program
application to the local agency that determines Medi-Cal program eligibility, provided that
the student is approved for free meals and the parent/guardian consents to the sharing of
information as provided by Education Code 49557.2.

fof. 31416 - Student Health and Social Services)

Legal Reference: (see next page)



FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS (continued)

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
48980 Notice at beginning of ferm
49490-49494 School breakfast and lunch programs
49500-48505 School meals
49310-49520 Nutrition
49530-49536 Child Nutrition Act of 1974
49547-49548.3 Comprehensive nutrition service
AR350-49560 Meals for needy students
CODE OF REGUELATIONS, TITLE 3
135310 Mandatory meals for needy stidents
I3330-15335 Nurition education
15530-15565 School lunch and breakfast programs
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20
1232¢ Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act
6301-6514 Title I programs
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 42
1751-1769 National hinch programs
I771-1791 Child murition
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 7
245.1-245.13 Determination of eligibility for fiee and reduced price meals

Meanagement Resources;
CDE LEGAL ADVISORIES
0132598 Education Code Section 49558 L0 [-98
CSBA PUBLICATIONS
Healthy Food Policy Resource Guide, 2003
USDA PUBLICATIONS
Team Nutrition, Food and Nwrition Services, Changing the Scene, lmproving the School Nutrition
Environment: A Guide to Local Action, 2000
CSBA: hupiAvww.esba org
California Department of Education, Nutrition Division: hip:/www.ede. ca.govils/nu
California Healthy Kids Resource Cenrer: hip.ivwww, californiahealthykids. org
California Project LEAN: hip:2iwww.californiaprojectlean. org
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service: htip:/avww, fns usda.gov/cad

Policy NOVATO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
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FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS

Nondiscrimination Plan

The district's plan for students receiving free or reduced-price meals shall ensure the

following: {Education Code 49557)

[. The names of the students shall not be published, posted, or announced in any
manner, or used for any purpose other than the National School Lunch and School

Breakfast Programs, unless otherwise provided by law.,

2. There shall be no overt identification of any of the students by the use of special
tokens or tickets or by any other means.

The students shall not be required to work for their meals or for milk.

12

4. The students shall not be required to use a separate dining area, go through a separate
serving line or entrance, or consume their meals or milk at a different time.

When more than one lunch, breakfast, or type of milk is offered, the students shall have the
same choice of meals or milk as is available to those students who pay the full price.
{Education Code 49557; 7 CFR 245.8)

(cf G410 - Nondiscrimination in District Programs and Activities)
(cf- 3143.3 - Nondiscrimination/Harassment)

Applications

An application form for free or reduced-price meals shall be distributed to all
parents/guardians at the beginning of each school year, together with information about
eligibility standards, application procedures, and appeal procedures. This form and
information shall also be provided whenever a new student is enrolled. (Education Code
48980, 49520; 7 CIFR 245.5)

feff 3145.6 - Parental Notifications)
Applications for the free and reduced-price meal program shall be available to students at all
times during the regular school day and shall contain the following statements: (Education

Code 49557, 7 CFR 245.5)

1. Applications may be submitted at any time during the school day.

a3

Students participating in the National School Lunch and/or School Breakfast
Programs will not be overtly identified by the use of special tokens, special tickets,
special serving lines, separate entrances, separate dining areas, or by any other means.



FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS (continued)

The application packet also shall contain:

1.

]

e

[

6.

A notification that, it a student qualifies for free or reduced-price meals, then he/she
may qualify for free or reduced-cost health insurance coverage

A request for the parent/guardian's consent for the student, if eligible for free school
lunches, to participate in the Medi-Cal program and to have the information on the
school lunch application shared with the local agency that determines eligibility under
the Medi-Cal program

A notification that the district will not forward the application to the agency that
determines Medi-Cal eligibility without the parent/guardian's consent

A notification that the application is confidential and will not be shared with any
other governmental agency for any purpose other than the administration of the Medi-
Cal program

A notification that the application information will be used only by the state and local
agencies that administer the Medi-Cal program and will not be shared with other
government agencies, including the federal Department of Homeland Security and the
Social Security Administration, except as necessary to verify information provided by
the parent/guardian

Information regarding the Medi-Cal program, including available services, program
requirements, rights and responsibilities, and privacy and confidentiality requirements

fof. $141.6 - Student Health and Social Services)

Eligibility

The Superintendent or designee shall determine students’ eligibility for the {ree and reduced-
price meal program based on the criteria specified in 42 USC 1758 and 1773 and 7 CFR
245.1-245.13 and made available by the California Department of Education.

When authorized by law, participants in other federal or state programs may be directly
certified for enrollment in the free and reduced-price meal program. (Education Code 49561)
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FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS (continued)

Confidentiality/Release of Records

Note: The foliowing section is for use by districts that have adopted a policy, pursuant to Education Code
49558, allowing disirict employees to use individual records of students eligible for the free and reduced-
price meal program for the purpose of disaggregation of academic achievement data and for the
identification of students eligible for public school choice and supplemental educational services in schools
identifted for program improvement pursuant to 20 USC 6316, See the accompanying Board policy and
BP/AR (65202 - Title I Program ITmprovement Schools.

In Management Bulletin 98-101, the CDE advises that the Board of Education must designate by name or
job title the employee(s) authorized 1o use records for these purposes. Districts should identify the specific
title(s) of the designated employee(s) in the space provided below, such as Title 1 Coordinator.

The Superintendent designates the following district employee to use individual records
pertaining to student participation in the free and reduced-price meal program for the purpose
of disagpgregation of academic achievement data or for the identification of students in any
program improvement school eligible for school choice and supplemental educational
services pursuant to 20 USC 6316:

Superintendent

In using the records for such purposes, the following conditions shall be satistied: (Education
Code 49358}

L. No individual indicators of participation in the free and reduced-price meal program
shall be maintained in the permanent records of any student if not otherwise allowed
by law.

fef. 5125 - Student Records)

2. Information regarding individual student participation in the free and reduced-price
meal program shall not be publicly released.

fof 4119.23/4219.23/4319.23 - Unauthorized Release of Confidential/Privileged Information)
3. All other confidentiality provisions required by law shall be met.
4. Information collected regarding individual students certified to participate in the free

and reduced-price meal program shall be destroyed when no longer needed for its
intended purpose,

Regulation NOVATO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
approved: September 9, 2008 Novato, California





